

President has held two meetings with his senior advisors today, 
one this morning and one this afternoon. 

"We have taken steps to call to the attention of the Soviet Union 
the gravity with which we view the recent violations of the cease-fire 
and of our concern over the consequences of continued Communist 
military advances. 

"hi the meantime it is only prudent for the U. S. to take certain 
precautionary military moves. We have an interest in Laos, where 
our policy continues to be the re-establishment of a cease-fire and 
negotiations on a government of national union. We also have obligations 
to Thailand and to South Vietnam . In the light of all .these obligations, 
the President has ordered certain precautionary moves of the U. S. 
armed forces, which will improve our flexibility for any, contingency 
that the Communists may force upon us. 

"hi response to a question. as to whethe r the troops will 
eventually go into Laos, the answer should be that this depends 

on what the Communists and Laotians do. 

"In response to a question as to the kind of forces involved 
in the precautionary military moves the answer should be that 
they include certain elements of ground, sea and air forces. 

"As 
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"As to the question of whether or not this is merely a 

"show of force" we should point out on a background basis only 
that precautionary military moves to give us flexibility to' honor 
our commitm aits in Southeast Asia can hardly be described as 
merely a yshow of force". The Communists will be ill-advised 
to so construe it. " 
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tfe have been taking ah increasing ginr view of the meaning of the 
situation in Laos over the past 24 hours. The President has held two 
t meetings with his senior advisors today,, ^ae this morning and 
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one i . his afternoon. 


,Ve have taken steps to call to the attention of the Soviet Union the 
gravity with which we view the recent violations of the cease lire and of our 
concern over the^uUentlEBHp^Mve consequences of continued Communist 
military advances. 

In the meantime it U.only prudent for the U.S. to take certain precautionary 
military moves, ve n&mmmky an interest in Laos, where ouHL policy continues 
to be the reestablishmenLpf a c^ase fire and negotiations on a government 
of national union. ?Ve ajrser aav-.r obligations to Thailand and to South Vietnam. 

In the light of ail these obligations, the President has ordered certain pssaieite 
precautionary moves of the U.S. armed forces, which will improve our 
flexibility for any contingency that the Communists may force upon us. 

The response to a question as to whether the troops will eventually go 
into Laos, the answer should be that this depends on. what the Communists 
and Laotians do. 

In response to a question as to the kind of forces involved in the 
precautionary military moves the answer should be that they include 
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